[Preventive treatment of infection caused by gram-negative bacteria using anti-lipopolysaccharide antibodies. Evaluation in patients with aplasia].
The prophylaxis of severe Gram-negative infections with human antiserum to lipopolysaccharide (LPS) was evaluated in a randomised study of 60 patients with therapeutic aplasia for leukaemia. The antiserum was found to be ineffective in preventing Gram-negative infections. The levels of anti-LPS antibodies showed that passive immunization was obtained in only one half of the patients. These disappointing results warrant further investigations to evaluate the effectiveness of this prophylactic treatment.